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REMARKS 

Upon entry of the present amendment, claims 1-8 will remain pending in the above- 
identified application and stand ready for further action on the merits. 

The amendments made herein to the claims do not incorporate new matter into the 
application as originally filed. For example, support for the amendment to claim 1 occurs at 
page 12, lines 1-7 of me substitute specification filed on August 24, 2004. Regarding claim 8, it 
finds support at page 15, lines 8-18 of the substitute specification. 

Accordingly, entry of the present amendment is respectfully requested. 



Objection to the Specification 

At page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner objects to the Abstract of the Disclosure. 

PursuanttomeExaminer'sst— 
objection is respectfully requested. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 

At pages 2-3 of the Office Action, the Examiner has set forth a rejection of claims 1-6 
under 35 USC § 102(b) as being anticipated by "Dynamic Finite Element Analysis of Joined 
Concrete Pavements" (Chatti et al.). 

Applicants traverse this rejection and respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal 
thereof. 
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The present inve ntion and its advantages 

computtng an energy loss generated in a v.scoelast, tnateria, such as aj5San c^s^ 
fcenffiseu^^ 

derated ,n the vtscoe.astic tnateria, during its dynamic deformation behavior a, regular 



Distinction o ver Chatti et al, 

Cham e, al. fads ,o disclose and sngest "wherein the viscoelastic matenal is a 
.ermoplasttcresin.a.hermosehing resin, an elastomer, or a rubber composition", whtch is one 
of features of the present invention (see claim 1). 

Cham et al. relates to the dynamic method for analyzing Jointed „^ 

Chatti et al.)- 

On the other hand, as described in the instant specification, the method of the present 
invention is nsed for analyzing a viscoelastic matena, snch as thermoplastic and mbber, or 
rob ber products snch as robber rollers, golf balls and sports goods. 

Pnrther, Chath et al. fails to teach or suggest computtng an energy loss generated m a 
viscoelastic material such as a thermoplastic resin, a thermosetting resin, an elastomer, or a 
rubber composition. 
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According., claims . and 2-8, which depend from Cairn ,, are not annexed hy or 
obvious over Chatti et al. 



Obviousness-Type Double Patenting Rejection 

At pages 3-4 of the Office Action, the Examiner has rejected claim 7 nnder an 
obviousness-type donhie patenting rejection as heing unpatentable over claims 1 and 3 of US 
Patent 6,671,642. 

Applicants note mat a Terminal Disclaimer was filed on January 4, 2005. Farmer, at 
page 2 of the outstanding Office Action, the Examiner states that the Terminal Dtsclatmer filed 
on January 4, 2005 has been accepted. 

thereof. 



CONCLUSION 

^^^^^^^^^^^"^ 

are allowed under the provisions of Title 37 of the United States Code. 

Should there be any outstanding matters that need to be resolved in the present 
apphcation, the Examiner is respectfully rented to contact Marh , NueU, Ph.D. (Reg. No. 
36,623) at the telephone number below, to conduct an interview in an effort to expedrte 
prosecution in connection with the present application. 
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If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future replies, 
to charge payment or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 or 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 
Dated: June 28, 2005 Respectfully submitted, 

By t-A> Lfd<-*&&- 
MarkJ.Nj/ell, Ph.D. 
Registration No.: 36,623 

BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Rd 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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